Defence Line of Amsterdam

Date of Inscription: 1996
Criteria: (ii)(iv)(v)
Provinces of Noord-Holland (NH), Utrecht (UT)
N52 22 28 E4 53 35
Ref: 759 

Brief Description
Extending 135 km around the city of Amsterdam, this defence line (built between 1883 and 1920) is the only example of a fortification based on the principle of controlling the waters. Since the 16th century, the people of the Netherlands have used their expert knowledge of hydraulic engineering for defence purposes. The centre of the country was protected by a network of 45 armed forts, acting in concert with temporary flooding from polders and an intricate system of canals and locks. 
Justification for Inscription
The Committee decided to inscribe the nominated property on the basis of cultural criteria (ii), (iv) and (v) considering that the site is of outstanding universal value as it is an  example of an extensive integrated defence system of the modern period which has survived intact and well conserved since it was created in the later 19th century. It is also notable for the unique way in which the Dutch genius for hydraulic engineering has been incorporated into the defences of the nation's capital city.








Droogmakerij de Beemster

Date of Inscription: 1996
Criteria: (ii)(iv)(v)
Provinces of Noord-Holland (NH), Utrecht (UT)
N52 22 28 E4 53 35
Ref: 759

Brief Description
The Beemster Polder, dating from the early 17th century, is the oldest area of reclaimed land in the Netherlands. It has preserved intact its well-ordered landscape of fields, roads, canals, dykes and settlements, laid out in accordance with classical and Renaissance planning principles. 

Justification for Inscription
Criterion (i): The Beemster Polder is a masterpiece of creative planning, in which the ideals of antiquity and the Renaissance were applied to the design of a reclaimed landscape. Criterion (ii): The innovative and intellectually imaginative landscape of the Beemster Polder had a profound and lasting impact on reclamation projects in Europe and beyond. Criterion iv The creation of the Beemster Polder marks a major step forward in the interrelationship between humankind and water at a crucial period of social and economic expansion.





Historic Centre of Riga

Date of Inscription: 1997
Criteria: (i)(ii)
Property : 438.3 ha
Buffer zone: 1574.2 ha
City of Riga
N56 57 15.012 E24 7 0.012
Ref: 852


Brief Description
Riga was a major centre of the Hanseatic League, deriving its prosperity in the 13th–15th centuries from the trade with central and eastern Europe. The urban fabric of its medieval centre reflects this prosperity, though most of the earliest buildings were destroyed by fire or war. Riga became an important economic centre in the 19th century, when the suburbs surrounding the medieval town were laid out, first with imposing wooden buildings in neoclassical style and then in Jugendstil. It is generally recognized that Riga has the finest collection of art nouveau buildings in Europe. 


Reasons For Inscriprition

The Committee decided to inscribe this property on the basis of criteria (i) and (ii), considering that the historic centre of Riga, while retaining its medieval and later urban fabric relatively intact, is of outstanding universal value by virtue of the quality and the quantity of its Art Nouveau/Jugendstil architecture, which is unparalleled anywhere in the world, and its 19th century architecture in wood.


Struve Geodetic Arc, Latvia



Date of Inscription: 2005
Criteria: (ii)(iii)(vi)
N59 03 28 E26 20 16
Ref: 1187

Brief Description
The Struve Arc is a chain of survey triangulations stretching from Hammerfest in Norway to the Black Sea, through 10 countries and over 2,820 km. These are points of a survey, carried out between 1816 and 1855 by the astronomer Friedrich Georg Wilhelm Struve, which represented the first accurate measuring of a long segment of a meridian. This helped to establish the exact size and shape of the planet and marked an important step in the development of earth sciences and topographic mapping. It is an extraordinary example of scientific collaboration among scientists from different countries, and of collaboration between monarchs for a scientific cause. The original arc consisted of 258 main triangles with 265 main station points. The listed site includes 34 of the original station points, with different markings, i.e. a drilled hole in rock, iron cross, cairns, or built obelisks. 
Justification for Inscription
Criterion (ii): The first accurate measuring of a long segment of a meridian, helping in the establishment of the exact size and shape of the world exhibits an important step in the development of earth sciences. It is also an extraordinary example for interchange of human values in the form of scientific collaboration among scientists from different countries. It is at the same time an example for collaboration between monarchs of different powers, for a scientific cause. 
Criterion (iv): The Struve Geodetic Arc is undoubtedly an outstanding example of technological ensemble – presenting the triangulation points of the measuring of the meridian, being the non movable and non tangible part of the measuring technology
.Criterion (vi): The measuring of the arc and its results are directly associated with men wondering about his world, its shape and size. It is linked with Sir Isaac Newton's theory that the world is not an exact sphere. 

Laurisliva of Madeira, Portugal

Date of Inscription: 1999
Criteria: (ix)(x)
Property : 15000 ha
Island of Madeira, Portugal
N32 46 W17 0
Ref: 934


Brief Description
The Laurisilva of Madeira is an outstanding relict of a previously widespread laurel forest type. It is the largest surviving area of laurel forest and is believed to be 90% primary forest. It contains a unique suite of plants and animals, including many endemic species such as the Madeiran long-toed pigeon. 

Justification for Inscription
The site contains the largest surviving relict of the virtually extinct laurisilva forest type that was once widespread in Europe. This forest type is considered to be a centre of plant diversity containing numerous rare, relict and endemic species, especially of bryophytes, ferns and flowering plants. It also has a very rich invertebrate fauna. Endemic species include the Madeiran long-toed pigeon and some 66 species of vascular plants.






Bend of the Boyne


Date of Inscription: 1993
Criteria: (i)(iii)(iv)
Property : 770 ha
Buffer zone: 2560 ha
County Meath, Ireland
N53 41 30.012 W6 27 0
Ref: 659 

Brief Description
The three main prehistoric sites of the Brú na Bóinne Complex, Newgrange, Knowth and Dowth, are situated on the north bank of the River Boyne 50 km north of Dublin. This is Europe's largest and most important concentration of prehistoric megalithic art. The monuments there had social, economic, religious and funerary functions.
Justification for Inscription
The Committee inscribed the site under criteria (i), (iii) and (iv) and invited the Irish authorities to control carefully future developments in and around the site and to involve ICOMOS in conservation and management planning.






Monastry of Batalta



Date of Inscription: 1983
Criteria: (i)(ii)
Property : 0.98 ha
Buffer zone: 85.78 ha
Batalha (Leiria), Portugal
N39 39 28.008 W8 49 36.984
Ref: 264

Brief Description
The Monastery of the Dominicans of Batalha was built to commemorate the victory of the Portuguese over the Castilians at the battle of Aljubarrota in 1385. It was to be the Portuguese monarchy's main building project for the next two centuries. Here a highly original, national Gothic style evolved, profoundly influenced by Manueline art, as demonstrated by its masterpiece, the Royal Cloister.





Giants Causeway


Date of Inscription: 1986
Criteria: (vii)(viii)
Property : 70 ha
County Antrim, Northern Ireland
N55 15 0 W6 29 7
Ref: 369 

Brief Description
The Giant's Causeway lies at the foot of the basalt cliffs along the sea coast on the edge of the Antrim plateau in Northern Ireland. It is made up of some 40,000 massive black basalt columns sticking out of the sea. The dramatic sight has inspired legends of giants striding over the sea to Scotland. Geological studies of these formations over the last 300 years have greatly contributed to the development of the earth sciences, and show that this striking landscape was caused by volcanic activity during the Tertiary, some 50–60 million years ago. 






Skellig Michael, Ireland


Date of Inscription: 1996
Criteria: (iii)(iv)
Property : 219 ha
County Kerry
N51 46 18.984 W10 32 18.996
Ref: 757 
Brief Description
This monastic complex, perched since about the 7th century on the steep sides of the rocky island of Skellig Michael, some 12 km off the coast of south-west Ireland, illustrates the very spartan existence of the first Irish Christians. Since the extreme remoteness of Skellig Michael has until recently discouraged visitors, the site is exceptionally well preserved.
Justification for Inscription
The Committee decided to inscribe the nominated property on the basis of cultural criteria (iii) and (iv) considering that the site is of outstanding universal value being an exceptional, and in many respects unique example of an early religious settlement deliberately sited on a pyramidal rock in the ocean, preserved because of a remarkable environment. It illustrates, as no other site can, the extremes of a Christian monasticism characterizing much of North Africa, the Near East and Europe.

[image: http://www.concierge.com/images/cnt/articles/december07/wru/cnt_wrudec07_001p.jpg]

Vlkolinec, Slovakia


Date of Inscription: 1993
Criteria: (iv)(v)
Property : 4.9 ha
Buffer zone: 320.7 ha
Ružomberok District, Zilina Region
N49 1 59.988 E19 16 59.988
Ref: 622rev

Brief Description

Vlkolínec, situated in the centre of Slovakia, is a remarkably intact settlement of 45 buildings with the traditional features of a central European village. It is the region’s most complete group of these kinds of traditional log houses, often found in mountainous areas.


[image: http://www.e-slovensko.cz/images/mista/vlkolinec.jpg]




Caves of Aggtelek Karst and Slovak Karst



Date of Inscription: 1995
Extension: 2000
Minor modification inscribed year: 2008
Criteria: (viii)
Property : 56650.57 ha
Buffer zone: 86797.33 ha
Districts of Rožnava and Spišská Nová Ves, Region of Košice (SK)
N48 28 32.628 E20 29 12.732
Ref: 725ter
Brief Description
The variety of formations and the fact that they are concentrated in a restricted area means that the 712 caves currently identified make up a typical temperate-zone karstic system. Because they display an extremely rare combination of tropical and glacial climatic effects, they make it possible to study geological history over tens of millions of 
years.
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